
 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of October 4, 2017 
Beginning at 12:30 PM 

200 Ross Street 
First Floor Hearing Room 

Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
In Attendance: 
 
Members Staff Others  

Joe Serrao Sharon Spooner Corey Cumiskey  Michael Shamey 

Erik Harless  Jason Wirick James Smith 

Ray Gastil  Charles Stern Jody Schurman 

Matthew Falcone  Evelyn Jones  

 
Call to Order: 
 
Mr. Serrao calls the meeting to order. 
 
Old Business-None. 

New Business: 
 

Approval of Minutes:  In regards to the September meeting minutes, Mr. Gastil motions 
to approve and Mr. Falcone seconds. Mr. Serrao asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion 
carries. 

   
Approval of Issuance of Certificates of Appropriateness:  In regards to the issuance 
of Certificates of Appropriateness in September 2017, Mr. Falcone motions to approve and 
Mr. Harless seconds. Mr. Serrao asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

    
 
Other Business: 
 

1. None. 

 
 
 

Adjourn: 
 

Mr. Falcone moves to adjourn. 

Mr. Serrao seconds. 

Mr. Serrao asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

Meeting is adjourned. 

Minutes of the agenda items follow. 

Division of Zoning and Development Review  

City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning 

200 Ross Street, Third Floor 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 



Pittsburgh HRC – October 4, 2017 

2528 E. Carson Street             East Carson Street Historic District     

 
Owner:  
George P. Pantelas 
2528 E. Carson Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

 
Ward:  16th 
 
Lot and Block:  12-M-34 

 
Applicant: 
Michael J. Shamey 
Environmental Transformation LLC 
2130 Middle Road 
Glenshaw, Pa 15116 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  3rd 
 
Application Received:  9/15/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Installation of fencing and paving on currently vacant lot. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Michael Shamey steps to the podium; he with Environmental Transformation, 
the landscape architect and contractor for the project. He explains the project, 
stating that this will be an outdoor dining space on a currently vacant lot and will 
include a patio and fencing with several brick columns, cut stone caps, and six foot 
tall aluminum fencing. He talks about the materials options. 

2. Mr. Serrao states that they will need to approve a specific fencing option. 

3. Mr. Gastil calls out the “classic” fencing option in the specifications. 

4. Mr. Harless asks about the selections for the brick and stone. 

5. Mr. Shamey states that the owner hasn’t chosen a specific fencing option, brick 
color, or stone selection. He calls out the red brick and limestone cap in the 
materials specifications. 

6. Mr. Harless asks about the seating shown around the trees in the drawing. 

7. Mr. Shamey states that it will consist of the same brick and stone caps. He states 
that he is willing to commit to the red brick and limestone caps. 

8. Mr. Serrao asks for public comment; there is none. He mentions for the record the 
letter received from the LRC. 

9. Mr. Gastil asks if they should give conceptual approval and have them come back 
with specifics. 

10. Mr. Serrao says either they can do that or approve specific materials with the 
condition that they come back if anything changes. 

11. Mr. Gastil mentions that they are not approving any changes to the building today 
so they would have to come back for that. He asks about the finish on the fencing. 

12. Mr. Shamey says they would use either black or dark bronze. 



 Motion: 

1. Mr. Harless moves to approve the application with the condition that the classic 
style fence be specified, the brick is to be the red color brick, with final color to be 
approved by staff, the cap on top of the brick pillars is to be limestone, and the 
detail of the brick and limestone seating around the trees is to be submitted to staff 
for final approval. 

2. Mr. Serrao asks about the fencing color. 

3. Mr. Gastil states that dark bronze or black should be specified. 

4. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

5. Mr. Serrao asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – October 4, 2017 

20 S. 14th Street               East Carson Street Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Remie Ferreira 
20 S. 14th Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

 
Ward:  17th 
 
Lot and Block:  3-H-128 

 
Applicant: 
Jodie Schurman 
Lab 8 Designs 
55 S. 17th Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  3rd 
 
Application Received:  8/18/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Conversion of storefront to garage door. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Jody Schurman steps to the podium; he is the architect for the project. He 
states that the application was tabled for revisions last month and presents the 
revised project. He states that they worked with the LRC to come up with the 
revised plan, including a wooden carriage-house style Clopay garage door and the 
replacement of the transom with windows to match the existing widows on the 
church. 

2. Mr. Serrao asks for public comment; there is none. He mentions for the record a 
letter received from the LRC and a letter received from the owner. He states that 
the revised project is much improved over the original plan. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Gastil moves to approve the application as submitted. 

2. Mr. Harless seconds. 

3. Mr. Serrao asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – October 4, 2017 

1 Schenley Drive 
Phipps Conservatory 

               
                                       Individual Landmark     

 
Owner:  
City of Pittsburgh 

 
Ward:   
 
Lot and Block:  27-S-150 

 
Applicant: 
Phipps Conservatory 
One Schenley Drive 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15213 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:   
 
Application Received:  9/15/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Rehabilitation of Palm Court roof. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Jason Wirick steps to the podium; he is the Director of Facilities and 
Sustainability for Phipps. He talks about the history of renovations at Phipps and 
introduces the current project. He introduces Jim Smith, the architect for the 
project. 

2. Mr. Jim Smith steps to the podium. He goes through the presentation and explains 
the project, including the proposed restoration of the original curve of the roof. 

3. Mr. Gastil states that he feels the restoration of the roof curve is an important part 
of the project and should be endorsed. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the submitted renovations. 

2. Mr. Harless seconds. 

3. Mr. Serrao asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. He states that he 
agrees with Mr. Gastil on the roof curve. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – October 4, 2017 

1409 W. North Avenue                        Manchester Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Lagunita Investments LP 
5 Monastery Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

 
Ward:  21st 
 
Lot and Block:  7-B-283 

 
Applicant: 
Corey Cumiskey 
200 Scenic Hill Drive  
Carnegie, Pa 15106 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  9/15/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Façade renovations including dormer alteration. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Corey Cumiskey steps to the podium; he is the general contractor on the 
project. He explains the renovation proposal. 

2. Mr. Serrao asks what size Hardie plank they will be using. 

3. Mr. Cumiskey states that they will use a six inch plank and it will be Dutch lap. He 
talks about the siding color. 

4. Mr. Serrao asks if the existing windows are vinyl. 

5. Mr. Cumiskey says they are. They will be keeping the existing window size and are 
open to colors other than white. 

6. Mr. Serrao asks about the dormer. 

7. Mr. Cumiskey states that they are looking to widen the dormer. 

8. Mr. Serrao asks about the current front door. 

9. Mr. Cumiskey says that it is wood and they are proposing fiberglass, but they are 
open to whatever the Commission suggests including wood. 

10. Mr. Harless asks if they are rebuilding the roof. 

11. Mr. Cumiskey states that they are. He talks about some of the alterations to the 
rear of the building. 

12. The Commission views the aerial view and visibility from the alley. 

13. Mr. Cumiskey states that their property does not go all the way to the alley but 
there is a vacant lot in between. 

14. Mr. Gastil asks about precedent for dormer alterations. 

15. The Commission discusses the dormer. 

16. Mr. Harless states that dormers are addressed in the Manchester guidelines—



“Changing the original roof shape or adding features inappropriate to the essential 
character of the roof, such as oversized dormer windows or picture windows; or 
applying new roofing material that is inappropriate to the style and period of the 
building and neighborhood can severely damage the architectural integrity of a 
structure.” He states that this type of alteration is addressed as not being 
permitted. 

17. Mr. Serrao asks for public comment; there is none. He states that the dormer can 
be slightly larger but should be limited to one panel as in the color rendering. He 
states that the rear is a question. 

18. Mr. Falcone states that he would like to see a wooden front door. 

19. Mr. Cumiskey notes that the façade has vinyl siding currently, with some 
insulbrick on the sides and rear. 

20. Mr. Gastil agrees that the dormer should be kept to one panel with the window to 
match the second floor windows. He states that he feels the rear renovations are 
minimally visible and acceptable. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Gastil moves to approve the application with the condition that the dormer on 
the front elevation be limited to one panel, to be no larger than the windows on the 
second story and to be centered, the front elevation be finish in Hardie board, and 
the door should be replaced in kind with a six-panel wood door. He states that the 
colors should be as submitted, with the driftwood color siding and dark trim. He 
state that final materials, including the dormer and window and door treatments, 
should be submitted to staff. 

2. Mr. Cumiskey asks what the width limits beyond the window should be on the 
dormer. 

3. Mr. Gastil states that it should be pilaser width, or six inches of pilater on each 
side. 

4. Mr. Cumiskey asks about the finish on the door, if it should be stained or painted. 

5. Mr. Gastil says that it should be stained. 

6. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

7. Mr. Serrao asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – October 4, 2017 

210 Forbes Avenue                      Market Square Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Steve Glickman 
5821 Forward Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15217 

 
Ward:  1st 
 
Lot and Block:  1-H-212 

 
Applicant: 
Basic Concept Interiors 
PO Box 204 
Allison Park, Pa 15101 
 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  11/18/16 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Alterations to previously approved plans. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Charles Stern steps to the podium; he is the president of Basic Concept 
Interiors, the project manager and interior design arm for the project. He states 
that the project was previously approved but has been scaled back. He goes 
through the details of the revised project, stating that the materials are the same as 
previously approved. 

2. Mr. Harless asks if a roof deck is still part of the proposal. 

3. Mr. Stern says no. 

4. Mr. Serrao states that the Commission frowns upon ATMs on the outside of 
historic buildings and has made applicants move them inside in the past. 

5. Mr. Stern presents an alternate proposal that would move the ATM inside. 

6. The Commission discusses the materials. 

7. Mr. Falcone asks about the awnings. 

8. Mr. Stern states that they are steel, cantilevered with cabling. 

9. Mr. Serrao asks for public comment; there is none. 

10. The Commission discusses the application including the awnings. 

11. Mr. Falcone suggests glass above the awnings instead of the panels. 

12. Mr. Serrao reads from the guidelines, stating “Awnings are appropriate, but may 
only be constructed of a canvas-like material.  They should be retractable, sloping 
and angular rather than rounded and may be utilized on all windows on the front 
facade of the building” “Color and replacement of awnings shall be reviewed to 
insure that installation does not obscure existing architectural elements and 
therefore relates to the existing architecture and its environs” and “Aluminum 
awnings shall be prohibited.” 



13. The Commission determines that the awnings should be canvas. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Gastil moves to approve the application with the following conditions: the 
Market Square façade is to have an independent man door, the applicant is to use a 
canopy that follows the guidelines and be made of canvas and be retractable, the 
applicant should bring final documents to staff for approval including an option 
for glass above the canopies. On the Forbes Avenue elevation, the ATM should be 
located in a vestibule rather than on the street. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Mr. Serrao asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – October 4, 2017 

1203 Buena Vista Street     Mexican War Streets Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Lucas Shaffer 
1203 Buena Vista Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-N-38 

 
Applicant: 
Lucas Shaffer 
1203 Buena Vista Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  9/15/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Alterations to rear garage. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Lucas Shaffer steps to the podium; he is the owner of the property. He 
presents his project for expansion of the existing garage and replacement of the 
two wooden garage doors with a single metal door. 

2. The Commission discusses the application. 

3. Mr. Serrao suggests the Clopay wooden doors that were presented on another 
project, which would mimic the doors that are there currently. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Gastil moves to approve on the condition that the door be a wood door to 
mimic existing door and that the cinderblock be painted a muted gray. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Mr. Serrao asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

4. Mr. Serrao notes that there were no public in the room at the time so he did not 
ask for public comment 
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